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The purposeof this Bulletin is to provide to Illinois-licensedinsurancecompaniesguidanceregarding
compliancewith theAct (750 ILCS 75/1). TheAct, whichbecomeseffectiveon June1, 2011, createsa
legal relationshipbetweentwo personsofthe sameor oppositesexwho form a civil union. The Act
provides that the partiesto a civil union are entitled to the samelegal obligations, responsibilities,
protectionsand benefits that areaffordedor recognizedby the laws of Illinois to spouses. The law
further provides that a party to a civil union shall be included in any definition or useof the terms
“spouse,” “family,” “immediatefamily,” “dependent,”“next of kin,” and other terms descriptiveof
spousalrelationshipsasthosetermsareusedthroughoutIllinois law. This includestheterms“marriage”
or “married.” or variationsthereon. If policies ofinsuranceprovidecoveragefor children, thechildren
of civil unions must also be providedcoverage. The Act also requiresrecognitionof civil unionsor
samesexcivil unionsormarriageslegally enteredinto in otherjurisdictions.

The termsandrequirementsof theAct are incorporatedinto existing Illinois law, including the Illinois
InsuranceCode. Therefore,beginningon June1, 2011, and thereafter,all contractsof insuranceissued
by Illinois-licensedinsurerson Illinois risks,orrenewalcontractsissuedon Illinois risks,or contractsin
force on that date, must comply with the Act. To the extent ambiguity exists with respectto the
applicationof theAct to Illinois insurancelaws and regulations,all suchambiguityshallbe resolvedin
favor oftheconsumer.

Companiesarenot requiredto file amendedpolicy formswith theDepartmentprior to complying with
theAct, but companiesmustadministerbothexistingandnewly-issuedpolicies sothat partiesto a civil
union and a marriageareprovidedidentical benefits,protections,and financialsecurity. In addition to
benefits,processesand systemsmustbe identical for partiesto a civil unionandmarriage. New policy
filings or amendedpolicy filings madeafter June1, 2011, should incorporatelanguageindicating the
insurer’scompliancewith theAct.

To theextentsuchaction hasnot alreadycommenced,companiesshould immediately inform insureds
andpotentialinsuredsaboutcompliancewith theAct on all policy fonus,applicationsor othermaterials
distributedto thoseinsuredsor potentialinsureds.

Failureby any Illinois-licensedcompanyto comply with theAct will result in administrativeor other
legal action againstthat companyby theDepartment.

Examplesof the interactionbetweenthe Act andexisting law canbe foundin theConsumerFactSheet
availableon theDepartment’swebsiteat \\\kw.insurance.illinois.gov.

100 West Randolph,Suite 9-301

Chicago,Illinois 60601-3395
(312) 814-2420

inswance.illinois.gov


